LAS FLORES COMMUNITY GARDEN
Standing Rules
ORCHARD Addendum

Purpose:

In 2016, the Conejo Recreation and Park District(CRPD) authorized the addition of a community
orchard at the garden. The orchard is located to the west of the Las Flores Community Garden
(LFCG). There are a wide variety of fruit trees available for lease to orchard members. There is

a cost to lease a tree (space). The Orchard member must also become knowledgeable about all
aspects of their leased tree including harvest times, fertilization needs, pest and disease control
and pruning methods.

1. Orchard Membership, and Fees

A.

Orchard membership is open to garden members in good standing. Existing members
who wish to terminate their garden plot can remain as an Orchard member.

Potential LFCG garden members who are on the LFCG waitlist for a garden plot may also
become a member of the Orchard. They must be in good standing and pass the four-
month probationary period as required by the Las Flores Community Garden Standing
Rules.

It is the responsibility of the Orchard Committee to document and report any non-
compliance issues to the LFCG Board for disciplinary action and possible termination.
Orchard membership status is subject to revocation by the LFCG Board of Directors if
the member has had three (3) notices of non-compliance in one year. If a member
does not properly maintain his or her tree(s) or other rules are not followed, the
member will be warned by letter, or email and given two weeks to correct

the situation before additional action will be taken.

Orchard Only Members do not need to pay the $75 one-time refundable deposit (for
clean-up and security) for the LFCG tree(s).

Orchard trees (spaces) are leased for $20.00 annually; a six-month proration is
available after July. Annual lease fees are due not later than December 1st

for the following year. Make checks payable to The Community Gardens or submit your
fees electronically. Berry bushes are leased for $10.00 annually.

Contact the Orchard Committee at: orchard@lasfloresgarden.com to add your name to
the Orchard membership, if you are interested in leasing a tree(space). The Orchard
Committee will contact you with a list of available trees (spaces).

Potential members from the garden wait list must contact the Plot Manager at:
plotmanager@Iasfloresgarden.com. The Plot Manager will email the potential member
the Orchard Standing Rules and the Orchard membership application. The applicant must
bring both documents to their first meeting with the Orchard Committee.

. Donated trees will be allowed in the Orchard, but must be approved by the Orchard

Committee and must be dwarf or semi-dwarf. Trees donated after 2024 cannot be
removed.
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2. Orchard Maintenance:

A. Orchard members are required to maintain the health of their adopted tree by

B.

completing the following tasks:
o Weeding
e Fertilizing
e Composting
e Pest and disease control
e Soil care (PH level)
e Pruning

To ensure the entire orchard remains weed free, orchard members are required
to keep the following area around their tree weed free:

e 7 feet to the east and west (middle of aisle on both sides)

e 7 feet to the north and south (halfway to the trees located north and south of
your tree

3. Orchard Monthly Work Requirements:

A.

B.

One (1) work hour is required for the Orchard membership by completing tasks in the
Orchard or in the main garden area (if you are a current Garden member).

An orchard member roster and task list will be provided to the LFCG Board one (1) week
prior to the first of the month.

Orchard members may choose a task from the Orchard task list for the completion of
the monthly work hour requirement. Orchard members will be color coded on the
monthly sign-in sheet.

Group Assignments - Orchard group assignments are eligible for monthly work credit.
Orchard group assignments are assignments as determined by the Orchard Committee.
Group work assignments can be scheduled for the monthly workday or at other times
during the month, as needed. Group assignments may include the following:

e Weeding common areas

e Mulching common areas

e Pruning, staking, harvesting, fruit thinning and fertilization of individual trees
e Soil Care (PH level)

e Pest and disease control

e |rrigation Maintenance

e Other maintenance activities (i.e. fence repair)
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4. Consideration and Behavior

A. No disruptive behavior will be tolerated including loud radios, vulgar language, raise
voices, threats, or intimidation of other members and guests.

No tobacco products or e-cigarettes are allowed.

Alcoholic beverages are not permitted.

Selling produce or products made from the harvests is prohibited.

Removal of fruit from another member’s tree(s) or bushes is prohibited.
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5. Tools and Equipment

A. No one may use any power equipment without proper instruction.
B. Clean tools before returning them to the shed.
C. Notify the Orchard Committee if tools need replacing.

6. Safety

No pets are allowed in the Orchard.

Members are responsible for the actions and activities of their guests and caretakers.
Guests are not to enter the orchard until a liability waiver form is signed.

Children must be always supervised for their safety and to prevent damage to the
Orchard.

E. Do not leave personal items in the Orchard.
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